World War II: The American Home Front!
I.  Home Front


A.  Industrial Production:



- “full mobilization” of American industry.  Total War!



- 1942 War Production Board.  Managed war  industries and


   by 1944 American industrial output was twice that of all the Axis 



   combined!  Henry Kaiser “Sir Launchalot” shipyard in California could turn out




           a new ship in just 14 days!!!



- Office of Price Administration regulated almost every aspect of civilians



   lives by freezing prices, wages, rents and rationing commodities.



-  Unions generally agreed that as the war was on, no strikes. The Smith-



    Connally Anti-Strike Act was passed in 1943.


-  Financing the war through: 1. increasing income taxes. 2.  War Bonds






“Taxes to Bury the Axis”

B.  The War’s Impact on Society:



- African Americans attracted by jobs in North and West left in the moved



  by the millions.  Many served in the armed forces, segregated.




“ Double V slogan- V for Victory over fascism abroad and equality at home”



- Mexican Americans served in the military and worked in war industries



  The sudden influx of Mexican immigrants into Los Angeles, stirred 



  white resentment.  This led to the “Zoot-Suit Riots” in summer of ’43.



-  Native Americans, 25,000 served in military.  Thousands left 



   reservations for jobs, less than ½  will return.


-  Japanese Americans…more later Executive Order 9066!



-  Women, 200,000 served in the military in non-combat roles.  Labor



    shortage, once again, led to demand for women  in the workforce. 5



    million women worked in the shipyards and defense plants.





“ Rosie the Riveter”



- Propaganda was everywhere.  The Office of War Information controlled



  news about troop movements and battles.  Hollywood  movies reflected



  a cheerful and patriotic view of the War.  
